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Abstract. With the establishment of CHINA-ASEAN free trade area, the implementation of the 

"One Belt And One Road" and further development of Guangxi Regional Economy, the demand for 

practical English talents is increasing sharply in the labor market. Faced with the demand for new 

talents, public English teaching in higher vocational colleges should not only meet the needs of 

international communication and local infrastructure construction, but also strengthen students' 

English language application ability, and better serve individual professional learning as well. 

Project-based teaching method emphasizes student-oriented, project-oriented and practical-oriented, 

aiming at the demand of international background for students' English application ability and better 

cultivating students' English application ability at work. 

I.  Introduction 

For a long time, English teaching with the single content and teaching mode in higher vocational 

colleges can no longer meet the requirements of the current society on the English application 

ability of higher vocational college graduates. English teaching in higher vocational colleges should 

focus on practicality, simplify and keep pace with the Times, weaken the role of teachers in the 

teaching process, and highlight the subjectivity of learners as well. 

Based on constructivism education theory and situated learning theory, Project-based Teaching is a 

kind of inquiry-based learning method.  Its core idea is to integrate the content into one project or 

break it down into several projects. Under the guidance of teachers, it considers students using their 

existing knowledge and skills to complete the project as the method, and students' independent and 

free learning as the form, to develop students' knowledge and skills by participating in the whole 

process of project practice. The earliest prototypes of this concept are work-study education in 18th 

century Europe and cooperative education in 19th century America. After the development, 

project-based teaching method gradually tends to perfect in the late 20th century and became an 

important theoretical trend of thought. Since the 1990s, with the progress of curriculum reform in all 

countries in the world, the study of project-based teaching has gradually matured. In recent years, 
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the research on project-based teaching in higher vocational colleges has been on the rise in China. 

Researchers have recognized the relationship between curriculum model, work structure and work 

system, and explored curriculum reform. 

Based on workplace contexts, Vocational English builds eight projects and forms a series of 

teaching programs,such as Applying for a job, Your first day, Looking for clients, Protocol route, 

Meeting clients,, Dinner party, Presenting Your Company and Business Travel. Through the 

students "learning to do, do middle school", this book aims to cultivate students' ability of English 

application.  

Ⅱ.Curriculum Design Process of Vocational English  

Based on the practical, targeted and professional characteristics of Project-based Teaching, 

Vocational English is reasonably designed and put into practice in order to cultivate students' 

English  ability at work and improve the practicability of English in higher vocational colleges. 

Preparation Stage: Teachers determine the content of Vocational English, establish corpus and 

database, set learning objectives, define teaching tasks, formulate the content and test methods of 

English at work test, and establish assessment mechanism while students receive teaching tasks, 

analyze learning materials, collect and collate materials with group members. 

Implementation Stage: The teacher sets the learning situation and introduces the students into the 

teaching situation. Then teach words, sentences and chapters dialogue in Vocational English, let 

students discuss and communicate through the study. Meanwhile, Students will combine the 

textbook and online content to complete the conversation of the project in accordance with the 

division of group cooperation, At last, they should  complete the task of the project in the way of 

oral presentation or shooting video. 

Evaluation Stage: The evaluation stage includes students' online test, self-evaluation, group 

evaluation and teacher summary evaluation. Both teachers and students summarize, evaluate and 

reflect on their teaching achievements and process. 

In the process of teaching, “  the three centers”  should be transformed: Firstly, from 

Teacher-centered to Student-centered; Secondly, from Textbook - centered to Project - centered; 

Thirdly, from classroom -centered to practice-centered. （ 

Ⅲ. Vocational English Project Practice Case 

Unit 1 Applying for a Job is a case study. “Applying for a Job” is divided into six modules: listening, 

reading, case analysis, audio-visual, conversation and writing. This unit  includes English listening, 

speaking, reading, writing and translation, totally five basic knowledge points, which focus on 
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cultivating students' listening and speaking ability, namely English application ability. The process 

are as follows: 

The Project Objectives:Students will be able to do an English interview after learning this unit. 

The Project Content: English interview. 

The Project Tasks: Each class is divided into groups of 4-6 students who will act as interviewee 

and interviewer and complete the conversation presentation in class. 

The Project Process: At first, Students should learn the words and sentences related to the 

interview through the six modules of this unit, and understand the questions that need to pay 

attention to in the interview through the two modules of self-study reading and case study. Before 

the presentation of the English interview, the interviewer will post the recruitment advertisement in 

English online through teaching platform of the school, and ask questions. The interviewee should 

prepare the resume and answers in English in advance. Besides, Each group should prepare their 

own props for the interview process, such as name brand, printed recruitment advertisement, printed 

English resume, etc.  

The Project Evaluation: English words and sentences Test online as well as three evaluations: 

Group’s self-evaluation which includes overall effect, preparation process and  cooperation; 

Evaluations between different groups which includes  online ratings, live or online presentations; 

Teacher’s evaluation which includes on-site grading, preliminary preparation, theme matching, oral 

expression, cooperation and overall effect in the process of conversation presentation. 

The Project Reflection:Through reflection, students summarize what they have learned and their 

shortcomings, so as to enhance their strengths and avoid their weaknesses.Through reflection, in the 

future study of the seven projects, the teacher should not only cultivate students' English application 

ability, but also cultivate their cooperative spirit and team spirit, so as to better improve their various 

professional abilities. 

Ⅳ.The Effect of Project-based Teaching Model in Vocational English Teaching 

Project-based teaching method emphasizes student-oriented, project-based and practical. Applying 

the project-based teaching model to Vocational English teaching, the following results can be 

achieved: 

① Changing the traditional single teaching mode and achieving win-win of both teachers and 

students  

The project-based teaching model, which emphasizes student-oriented teaching,not only  greatly 

arouses students' enthusiasm,  but also improves students' autonomous learning ability. As a leading 

role in the teaching process, teachers no longer speak for themselves, but give full play to their 
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guiding role. They design tasks and let students acquire knowledge by completing tasks 

independently. This not only reduces the workload of teachers, but also improves their work 

efficiency.Therefore, by applying the project-based teaching model to Vocational English course 

teaching, not only can the interaction between teachers and students be enhanced, but also the 

teachers and students can achieve a win-win situation. 

② Combined theory with practice and focusing on project results and process 

The project-based teaching model is a teaching method in which teachers instruct students to 

implement complete projects and apply theoretical knowledge to practical activities.（刘莎，2013）

As a college English course, Vocational English should not only cultivate students' solid language 

foundation, but also their English language ability and work quality.  The Project-based teaching 

method organically links the theoretical knowledge taught by teachers with students' practice. 

Through test and assessment, students can apply their basic knowledge of English to test and oral 

practice. They not only master the basic knowledge of English at work, but also exercise English 

language ability, enhance professional quality, which increase the application of teaching results as 

well. 

③  Cultivating students' vocational skills and keeping close contact with students' majors    

Besides testing students' basic English knowledge, Vocational English is different from traditional 

exam-oriented college English courses,  increases the workplace situation that students will 

encounter in the work after graduation and drives students to complete the project task and  acquire 

knowledge by simulating in the simulated workplace scene. As a results,Vocational English allows 

students to incorporate their expertise into projects by designing different projects, which can not 

only improve students' English language application ability, but also make their professional 

knowledge more solid. 

By constructing the project-based teaching model of Vocational English ,  the contents of  into 

different projects, and setting up  testing and evaluation mechanism, the project-based teaching 

method which conforms to the background of The Times, not only stimulates students' "student 

subjectivity" , but also cultivates their English in work, cultivating students' professional qualities 

such as teamwork and innovation as well.  
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